
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2020 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Timothy Litz, Mayor; Dale Yontz, Vice-Mayor; 

James Lloyd; James P. “Sean” Viars; Geary Jonas; 

Michael Duncan; Peggy Hash 

     

Council Members Absent:       None                          

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                           Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

 

Administration Absent:   None      

 

Others Present: Amy McBride; Mark Osborne, The Lane Group; 

Mike Jones; Mary Thomas, Wythe Grayson 

Regional Library 
  

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Vice-President Yontz and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to approve 

the minutes of the January 14, 2020 meeting.  There being no discussion, the motion passed by a 

vote of six (6) for: Lloyd, Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Hash, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

Town Manager Childers stated that he spoke with Michelle Gowdy of Virginia Municipal 

League (VML) regarding council members voting to approve minutes when they did not attend 

the meeting that the minutes were drafted.  Ms. Gowdy informed Town Manager Childers that 

recently the rules changed allowing the council member to vote on the minutes instead of 

abstaining. 
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CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

Mark Osborne of The Lane Group was present to discuss the sewer project.  Mr. Osborne stated 

that a loan that was offered from Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) and was 

discussed at the last meeting held on January 14, 2020.   Mr. Osborne explained that there were 

concerns from the town regarding the amount of the loan, and the town might wish to consider 

other options or even a smaller phase of the project.  The smoke testing in the Southern section 

of the sewer line indicated a significant amount of inflow and infiltration (I & I).  Mr. Osborne 

continued to report during the smoke testing smoke was found coming up every four feet in some 

places and even in some of the drop inlets.  This indicates that storm waters are entering the 

sewer system and is the cause of much of the I & I in the wastewater plant.  Mr. Osborne 

provided council members a revised map of the sewer system that is a part of the project.  Mr. 

Osborne explained that most of the manholes shown on the map have been lined with concrete.  

Mr. Osborne stated that he understands that the town has applied for funding with Mt. Rogers 

Planning District Commission (MRPDC) to replace a portion of the sewer line.   A small section 

of the sewer line is already PVC pipe, but most of the line is terracotta pipe.  The proposal is to 

replace all line indicated in red on the map and the manholes be addressed.  The old brick 

manholes will be relined in concrete.  Mr. Osborne explained the original proposal was 2.7 

million and the new proposal is 1.5 million.  The only section that will not be replaced is a 500-

foot stretch of 12-inch sewer line that is underneath a railroad spur line behind Klockner 

Pentaplast.   Replacing the section underneath the railroad is proposed to cost $350,000.  Mr. 

Osborne stated that it is very expensive to go underneath the railroad. The section can be lined 

with plastic line to save a considerable amount of money.  Mr. Osborne stated that The Lane 

group’s opinion is to replace this portion of the sewer line and ask DEQ for a loan for less 

money.  Town Manager Childers stated that the section that is underneath the school is very 

deep.  Mr. Osborne stated that his suggestion is to abandon that section and connect it to the line 

from Valley View Avenue.  He added that it is a small section of line. Town Manager Childers 

asked how our sewer rates compare to other municipalities in our region.  Mr. Osborne stated 

that they found the rates are lower than average based on the median family income.  He added 

that Russell, Dickenson, Wise, and Lee Counties rates are almost half of Rural Retreat’s rates.  

Councilmember Viars asked approximately how many feet of sewer line will be replaced.  Mr. 

Osborne stated that the proposal is to replace 6,200 feet of 12 inch and smaller line.  He added 

that not included is about 500 feet underneath the railroad that will need to be relined, if there are 

no issues with the line.   The line will need to be examined by placing a camera in the line to see 

if the line is suitable to be relined.  Councilmember Viars asked if there is an estimate of how 

many gallons of water that will be eliminated from the wastewater plant.  Mr. Osborne stated that 

the flow estimate is 100 gallons per minute normally, and during a rain event about 300 to 400 

gallons of flow per minute. Councilmember Viars asked how many gallons will potentially be 

eliminated by spending $1.5 million.  Mr. Osborne stated that by replacing the section of line on 

Valley View alone will decrease the flow by 100 gallons per minute.  He added that replacing the 

section behind the school and Klockner Pentaplast would eliminate possibly 200 to 400 gallons 

per minute.    Town Manager Childers stated that the town has grant funds to replace 300 feet of 

sewer line on Buck Avenue.  The sewer line is underneath a driveway and garage.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that he has the quotes to have this portion of the line replaced.  Mike 

Jones asked Mr. Osborne to clarify what part of the sewer line will be abandoned from 

underneath the school.  Mr. Jones asked if the line at the intersection of Buck and Greever would 

be rerouted straight down Buck Avenue.  Mr. Osborne stated that the plans are not to reroute the 

line.  Mr. Osborne reiterated that the area proposed in the plan is very old terracotta pipe and it 

has surpassed its life expectancy.  
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Town Manager Childers stated that the next step is to sign the consent order from DEQ.  

Councilmember Lloyd asked how much the sewer rates will need to increase. Mr. Osborne stated 

that the Lane Group can assist the town with the research to determine how to increase the rates.  

Councilmember Duncan asked what the next step would be.   Mr. Osborne stated that phase 2 

address replacing more terracotta pipe throughout town.  Phase 2 addresses the issues next to 

Cherry Street.  Mr. Osborne stated that there are no manholes in this section of the system.  It is a 

low-lying area and was not accessible when smoke tested.  Mr. Osborne stated that a manhole 

will need to be installed in order to access the system.   There are portions of the system that are 

unknown because they are not accessible.   Councilmember Duncan asked what the criteria is for 

placing manholes throughout the system.  Mr. Osborne stated it depends on the area.  He added 

that it is left up to the engineer as to where the system will need to be accessed.  Councilmember 

Viars stated that phase 1 is the predominant lower lying area and it will have more problematic 

issues with I & I.  Mr. Osborne agreed that phase 1 is the most problematic area.    Town 

Manager Childers stated that he and Brian Reed of Mt. Rogers PDC plan to meet with Bill 

Spencer of DEQ to discuss the project.  Councilmember Duncan asked Mr. Osborne if there 

would be grant funding available to replace the lines underneath the railroad since it involves the 

railroad.  Mr. Osborne stated that grant funds are not typically available because railroad 

property is involved.  The cost continues to increase to replace lines underneath the railroad. 

 

Mary Thomas of Wythe, Grayson Regional Library stated that the library will hold a strategic 

planning meeting on February 20, 2020 at 2 p.m. at Wythe county library. The board will discuss 

each individual library, the entire library system, personnel, programs and facilities.  Ms. 

Thomas encouraged all councilmembers to attend this important meeting.  

 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  
 

Town Manager Childers read an email from D. Wayne Lephew, Senior Vice President of First 

Bank & Trust Company.  Mr. Lephew stated in the email that he wanted to make the town aware 

that the bank did foreclose on the old Southern States building located at 204 W Railroad 

Avenue.   Mr. Lephew added that the bank would like to offer the property to the town for 

purchase price of $115,000.     

 

Town Manager Childers read a letter from Friends of SWVA, SWVA Cultural Heritage 

Foundation, and ‘Round the Mountain, and The Crooked Road.  The letter explained that funds 

provide by local government partners were previously used to sustain the work of The Crooked 

Road, ‘Round the Mountain and the Southwest Virginia marketing efforts.  Any funds received 

going forward will be dispersed amongst the three organizations.  The letter included an invoice 

in the amount of $7,500 for FY 2020-2021 SWVA Partnership program allocation.   

 

 

POLICE REPORT  

 

Chief Breedlove stated the inmates from New River Valley jail cleaned up around town and 

picked up forty-seven bags of trash in the past two days. 

 

Councilmember Viars asked what town ordinance he received a complaint on.    Chief Breedlove 

answered that the complaint was regarding Chestnut Avenue. 
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Councilmember Jonas asked if the trash bins have been closed at Hilltop Auto.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that he has been checking and the bins have been closed.   

 

Councilmember Hash stated that she had a citizen ask about trash along Parsonage Avenue.  

Chief Breedlove stated that the work crew addressed this area this week. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – None 

 

DR. PEPPER LOT- Councilmember Lloyd asked if council had thought more about building a 

park and the wall of honor.  The idea is to build a courtyard with a fountain and the wall of 

honor.  Councilmember Hash stated she likes the idea.  Councilmember Lloyd stated that the 

town has funds budgeted for the Dr. Pepper lot project.  He added that he will contact Troy 

Harris of Dr. Pepper Corporation about possibly matching the funds. 

 

ATHLETIC BOOSTER CONTRIBUTION - Town Manager Childers stated that the Athletic 

Booster contribution will be addressed during the fiscal year 2020-2021 budget. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

None 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

HERITAGE DAYS – Vice Mayor Yontz stated that he sent the sound information to the 

potential group.   Town Manager Childers stated that he wants to compare the rider from the last 

time the group performed at Heritage Days.  Mayor Litz stated that we need to have a committee 

meeting to discuss the festival further. 

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – Treasurer Patton presented a report from Wythe County 

Junior Appalachian Musicians Program (JAM).  Treasurer Patton referred to a report that was 

presented by Frances Emerson, Director, Town of Wytheville Department of Museums.  

Treasurer Patton stated that per a phone conversation with Mrs. Emerson she explained that the 

funding from Wythe County Board of Supervisors is paid quarterly, Wythe-Bland Foundation 

pays in thirds.   Councilmember Lloyd stated that he thought the contribution was a line item in 

the budget.  Town Manager Childers stated that the contribution will be addressed for the fiscal 

year 2020-2021 budget.  Councilmember Lloyd stated that there are fifteen students from Rural 

Retreat and a total of seventy in the program.  Councilmember Viars asked if there are funds 

available in contributions.  Treasurer Patton stated that there is $7,500 available in contributions.  

A motion was made by Councilmember Jonas and seconded by Councilmember Hash to 

contribute $2,000 to the JAM program.  The motion passed by a vote of five (5) for:  Jonas, 

Yontz, Viars, Hash, Duncan; zero (0) against; one (1) abstain: Lloyd. 

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – None 
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PUBLIC UTILITIES – None 

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes. The following 

items were reported and discussed: 

 

- I spoke to Bill Spencer today, and he will not be able to make tonight’s meeting.  He did 

explain that the town needs to come up with a plan to address the priority problems 

within our sewer system.  If the town does go another 3 consecutive months of going 

over 95% capacity, we could be looking at a consent requirement.  This would mean that 

DEQ could make us do what they want us to do.  Brian Reed, Bill Spencer, and myself 

will meet as soon as possible to discuss a plan of action.  We will then invite Brian Reed 

to a utility committee meeting. 

- Monica was able to get Brian Reed all the information for the force account for DHCD.  

This means that the town can use our own resources to install the drain lines at the 

Downtown Revitalization site. 

- The town had another issue at the Water Treatment plant.  The software went down on 

the computer at the Water Plant for a couple hours.  With the help of Evoqua we were 

able to get plant back up and running.  I had called our representative no less than double 

digit times dating back to the first of January.  He finally called me back yesterday and 

put our issue as a top priority.   

Town Manager Childers added that the person with Evoqua that he has been in contact with is 

not the person that will be addressing the computer system.   He has given the correct person the 

town’s contact information.  Town Manager Childers stated that he has not received a call from 

this this person.  Town Manager Childers stated that Steve Graffham has worked to get the town 

a working computer.  Mr. Graffham has done a spectacular job by building a computer to get the 

water plant working.   Town Manager Childers stated that it is critical that the computer system 

be repaired. 

Town Manager Childers asked councilmembers if they would like to have a special meeting to 

address sewer rate increases or if the public utilities committee should meet to discuss the issue. 

Councilmember Duncan stated that he recommends that the committee meet on the issue. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for January 28, 2020 were read and approved. 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


